
Whenever I poke my cat in the eye and he gets squinty, I feel bad and poke him in the other eye, so I can pretend he's just really high. 
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Texas OutlawsTexas OutlawsTexas OutlawsTexas Outlaws    
Roller DerbyRoller DerbyRoller DerbyRoller Derby    

Do YOU wanna try out for Roller Derby? 
We are now accepting applications for 

skaters, referees & sponsors. 
Experience preferred,  

but not necessary. 
We can train you! 

 
Practices and games will be held at  

BIKINI BEACH 

1025 Nasa Parkway 
(on the corner of I-45 & Nasa Pkwy) 

 

 

For more information call 

832832832832----228228228228----4832483248324832    

Proudly sponsored by: 

TexasOutlawsRollerDerby.com 

Gator 

Press 

Amazing True 
Sports Stories 
 

by Allen Miller 
————————————————————————————– 

Rookie Shortstop Dillinger was a star with Martinsville Athletics: 
Public enemy number one John Dillinger was once a professional baseball player. He 

played one season in class A minor league baseball, where he was quite successful. 

John, a shortstop,  was nicknamed “Jackrabbit” by his 

teammates because of his incredible speed.  He turned in 

a fine rookie campaign for the 1924 Martinsville Athlet-

ics, making the starting lineup and helping the team to a 

first place finish.  

The Old Hickory Furniture Co. awarded him $25 for be-

ing the team’s top batter that year. 

When the season ended in August, young Dillinger, who 

had recently married, was having trouble finding a job. 

Without his monthly baseball salary, he quickly found 

himself in dire financial straits. 

League Umpire Edward Singleton, a 38 year-old petty 

criminal and confirmed alcoholic, recruited John into a 

scheme to rob a local grocer in September.  

The grocer fought back and the poorly-conceived plan 

failed, with Dillinger‘s pistol going off and slightly 

wounding the victim in the foot.  

John soon confessed to his part in the robbery after his 

father intervened with the local District Attorney on his behalf. He agreed to plead guilty in 

exchange for a lenient sentence of six months in jail.  

But the prosecutor didn’t keep his word, and Dillinger was sentenced to the maximum term 

of 10-20 years on Christmas Eve. Feeling he had been betrayed by the prosecutor, John 

Dillinger vowed to escape from prison, which he did. After his escape, Dillinger turned 

from baseball to bank robbery. 
 

Life went on for Shoeless Joe after being banned for life: 
After being banned from baseball for allegedly conspiring to fix the 1919 World Series, 

Shoeless Joe Jackson didn’t quit baseball. Instead, he went to Georgia and played and man-

aged the Waycross Coastliners minor league team. 

His teams won the Georgia League pennant 

three years straight, from 1923-25, after which 

Joe retired to run his liquor store in Greenville, 

South Carolina. 

In his final season for the Waycross team, 

Jackson batted .475 on a team that won 59 and 

lost only 19 games. 

On occasion, when the score became too  lop-

sided, he would switch over to the other team. 

Other times he would put himself in to pitch, 

and lob fat pitches over the plate for the batters 

to tee off on. 

Joe Jackson’s autograph is the most valuable 

among all sports figures, because he didn’t 

sign. He couldn’t. He was an illiterate man. 

When he had to sign contracts, he would make 

his “mark” and have it witnessed.  

Kids who asked Joe for an autograph usually 

received a nickel instead, or Joe‘s wife would 

sign his name for him. Even her signatures of 

his name are worth over $10,000.  


